
News & Announcements 

Sunday, July 29, 2018 

TEXT TO GIVE 

Simply text your donation amount 

to 440-574-5039.  You will  

receive a text back with a quick 

link to ‘register’ (name, credit card 

number,  email for receipt  

purposes).  Once you register, you 

can text to give without this  

registration process.  It takes 30 

seconds to register and 10 seconds 

to type a donation.  You are  

welcome to do this during the 

offering or from home; text to 

give works every day of the week! 

This Week at Messiah 

Sunday 7/29 
8:30 am 

10:00 am 

 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

 

Monday 7/30 - 

Friday 8/3  
9:00 am Vacation Bible School  

Saturday, 8/4 5:30 pm Contemporary Service 

Sunday, 8/5 

8:30 am 

10:00 am 

 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN 

Join us today for Lemonade on 

the Lawn after the 8:30 and 10 

am worship services.  This time 

of fellowship and  refreshments 

takes place on the front lawn 

and continues  

throughout the 

summer.   

DIGGING FOR GOLD 

 

A summer Bible study with a   

special focus on how to reach and 

find God’s Gospel throughout 

Biblical text. Regular sessions are 

on Wednesdays, August 8 & 15 

(last 2 sessions), 6:30-7:45 pm).  

Study will take place at Messiah. 

Leader:  Pr. Burce 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 

Thanks be to God for the strong 

giving over the past few weeks. 

Our need is $27,000 by July 31. 

To add your contribution use the 

offering plate, the U.S. mail, our 

online giving option 

(messiahfp.org) or gift-by-text. 

God grant glad and generous 

hearts to us all. 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Children ages 4-10 are invited to 

attend Messiah’s Vacation Bible 

School this week, July 30-Aug. 3, 

from 9am-noon. Cost is $20/

child plus a donation of cookies 

or drink mix. The theme for this 

year’s VBS is “Shipwrecked.”  

Register online at 

www.messiahfairview.org or  

registration forms are available in 

the administrative area outside 

the church office.  This year 

VBS will be led by Mandi Ressler 

(mandi.ressler@gmail.com) and 

Deaconess Jeannette Rebeck 

(djrebeck@roadrunner.com). 

 

 

College Students & Parents of  

College Students 

 
Messiah would 

love to keep in 

contact with all 

of our college 

students. Please email us your 

name, name of your college, 

and your college email address. 

Parents, please feel free to send 

us this information as well. 

Please send your information 

to Danielle at 

dtwigg@messiahfp.org.  

Lutheran West  

Coach Search 

Lutheran West’s 

Womens Basketball Program is 

looking for an assistant coach 

for their JV basketball team for 

the upcoming winter season. 

Anyone interesting in coaching 

should contact Trey Senney at   

longhornwbb@gmail.com or  

216-849-9303 for more infor-

mation, schedules, etc. about 

the coaching opportunity. This    

position would be paid with a 

stipend at the conclusion of the 

season. 

 

Youth Cross Country Program 

 

Lutheran West is offering a 

youth Cross Country Team Pro-

gram for students going into 

4th-8th grade.  Practices begin 

on August 6th.  There will be 

an informational meeting 

on Monday, July 30th at 

6:00pm at Lutheran 

West, 3850 Linden Rd., Rocky 

River.  For more info, contact 

Coach Anjanette Whitman at 

awhitman@LutheranWest.com. 

Sunday School 

 

Sunday School is looking for 

fun, energetic helpers;  young 

or old. 

 

Contact Colleen Parrott 

munchkin_cw@hotmail.com or 

440-724-6555 

mailto:longhornwbb@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=3850+Linden+Rd.,+Rocky+River&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3850+Linden+Rd.,+Rocky+River&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:munchkin_cw@hotmail.com


ELCA YOUTH GATHERING  

Here's just a taste of the generosity shown 

by participants at the Gathering. Plus, 

more than $260,000 was raised for the 

ELCA World Hunger's Global Farm    

Challenge.  Thanks to 31,242 registered 

Gathering participants! 

Reflections from Youth 

The youth who attended the Houston Youth Gathering were 

asked to reflect upon their time in Refugio and Houston, TX.  

Here are some of their reflections. 

“I learned how much of an effect Hurricane Harvey had on the lives of 

the people who lived through it. Even after almost a year, houses in 

Refugio still remained broken and in need of repair. None the less, 

people went on with their lives as that was all they could do. When 

we showed up to help repair their homes, they were so overjoyed 

and appreciative that we would help them. It was so inspiring to see 

them so thankful for our work that it didn't matter that we had to 

deal with mosquitoes and the heat; it was all worth it.”                    

– Luke Mortensen 

 

“Houston was an experience that I will never forget. I am so lucky I got 

the chance to go with such an amazing group of people.”                 

– Danielle Biddle 

 

“I didn’t realize how welcoming our church is.”     - Ariana Laurie 

 

“I really enjoyed the speakers we heard in Houston. I got to hear  all 

their unique stories and it helped me grow in my faith.”                    

–Sarah McLeeson 

 

“I learned how to do drywall.”  – Sam Ratvasky 

 



“I grew in my faith when I went to Texas for the mission trip. I learned 

more about Jesus and God and how even though I may do wrong 

things or feel that I am distant from God he will forgive me and ex-

cept me for who I am.”   – Bella Epperson 

 

“Houston helped me to see the bigger picture, and that there is more I 

can do to help in this world than just in my community. It also gave 

me time to bond with people I had not met before. I grew in my 

communication skills and shared my faith with strangers.”                 

– Jason Epperson 

 

“The youth gathering was a great experience for me because it got me 

talking about my faith with my friends much more than I normally 

would. Sometimes being a Christian can become repetitive and the 

youth gathering made it very new and exciting for me.”                    

– Kevin McLeeson 

 

“Going to the youth gathering in Houston, Texas was a great experience 

for me. I was able to meet many new people and strengthen relation-

ships with people from Messiah. My faith also grew stronger and I 

was able to see real world issues from a different faith based perspec-

tive. The service work was also very eye opening and showed me 

different ways to be helpful. Thank you for helping me experience all 

of this.”     – Kaylie Norris 

 

“As I look back on my experiences at the youth gathering in Houston, I 

notice that it was an enormously significant event in the lives of all of 

us who participated.  It provided us with the chance to worship and 

celebrate Christ in a unique, exciting and unforgettable way.”            

-  Tim Roman 

 

“It was pretty amazing how 30,000 people from all over can come   

together for one cause and worship together.”    – Evan Thiel 

 

“You may not see God in major ways, but he is always there in the little 

things.”  - Luke Howes 

 

“People need help everywhere, even if people are unaware of the place 

of need.”  – George Skliros 

 

“The diversity of the states and regions that fellow Lutherans are from is 

much broader than I imagined. I learned that I can improve and build 

my faith in ways other than just going to church; such as siding a 

house or unloading shipping containers for those who may not have 

the work force they need.”      – Tom Biddle 

 

“Any work is appreciated, whether its total reconstruction or weeding a 

garden.”  – Padraig Donohoe 

“We are very fortunate for the physical things we have that a lot of peo-

ple all over the world don’t have.  I also experienced the presence 

and love of the Holy Spirit all around me as 30,000 youth were gath-

ered in NRG stadium.  The speakers really spoke to me on a deep 

emotional level and I had goosebumps many times listening to them 

speak the word of God.”    – Dana Quayle 

 

“You don’t have to strive to be the best version of yourself, God already 

created you that way.”  – Lily Bacon 

 

“It doesn’t matter where you come from, when many people are work-

ing toward one goal amazing things can happen.  In Refugio, every-

one was willing to help as much as possible and do whatever they 

could.  I think everyone felt that way!”       - Luke Thiel 

 

Finally, a reflection from Greg Paton. Greg has served as a gathering  

volunteer for the past three gatherings; in New Orleans, Detroit and 

Houston.  

 

What do Pr. Seth, Darlene Waugh, Dale Mortensen, Kate Ilg, Jason Ep-

person and I have in common from our trip to Houston? Lack of sleep. I 

averaged about 20 hours of sleep for the entire week. Besides the lack of 

sleep, directing 31,000 plus out of the NRG Stadium to their respective 

transportation after the Mass Gathering, and eating so much chicken that 

part of the staff did the chicken dance at lunch one day. 

 

Was it worth it? This question was posted by an adult leader on social 

media.  My answer is yes.  In this post, she talks about how her youth 

had taken what our speakers in the mass gathering said like velcro and it 

brought good conversations to their late night devotions. This is one of 

the many reasons I love going and serving at the youth gathering. This 

week is the best week of the summer for High School Youth and why 

we plan for one year leading up to the gathering. This week takes them 

out of the comfortable Northeastern Ohio area, places them in a city 

with many other people their own age, and allows them do God’s 

Work. I meet a lot people in my role as a staff volunteer; one of them 

being security for the mass gatherings. In that role I see youth come into 

the Stadium after a long day and they are ready to party, dance to 

whatever the DJ is playing but at 7:30 when the evening program      

begins the focus is on that Main Stage ready for that speaker’s message. 

This is one of the many reasons why this gathering was worth it for me. 

I know that the Youth and Adults have said Thank You, but I have not 

said Thank You. Thank You for giving me the opportunity to serve our 

youth this Gathering and thank you for giving our youth this opportuni-

ty to go. See you in Minneapolis in 2021?   - Greg Paton 


